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P.O. BOX 8542  Santa Fe, NM 87504  (505) 989-7676 billmckinstry@msn.com    Summer, June 2008
NAWT inspector re-certification class May 28 deemed a success by class participants!  Also, new NAWT certification class to be offered July 18-19 in Albuquerque
The NAWT inspector re-certification class, presented by POWRA-NM and Continuing Education, Inc. was held May 28, 2008 at the University of New Mexico Continuing Education Conference Center in Albuquerque, and was a success, thanks to several sponsors and door prize donors.  Here are some of the positive feedback comments from class participants:
“Speaker was excellent and informative” Jose Carvalho, Taos; “This was a very relevant class” Bob Wood, Certified Inspector, Alamogordo;   “The class was great, very informative. The materials received gave us what we needed and we also have the direct numbers if we have questions in the future.” Ruben Estrada, Las Vegas; “It was a very enjoyable class. Having been to several NAWT refreshers since 2001, I would rate this one as the best. It was extremely well organized, a good venue, plenty of seating and good food. The ‘Icing on the Cake’, so to speak, was having Dave Gustafson as the instructor. Belinda Lucero, Environmental Health Scientist, Bernalillo County Office of Environmental Health.  
Among the sponsors and donors who contributed were:  Dahl Plumbing (provided lunch), and door prize donors: Advanced Drainage Systems (50 5' chambers and 4 end plates - a $1,500 value, won by Steve Vigil of Taos), Koi Environmental, Infiltrator, and Hall Environmental Lab. 

The next NAWT Inspector  certification class, will be presented on July 18-19 in Albuquerque, at the Hampton Inn & Suites/Coors Road, 6150 Iliff Rd. NW (I-40 & Coors). This class is especially designed as a 2 day class, including a field trip on the 2nd day,  for wastewater professionals who need initial certification. Those who missed the last RE-CERTIFICATION class, can get re-certified by attending Day 1 only, or July 18...although they are welcome to register for the 2-day session.  Door prize donations and sponsorships of food breaks are welcome for the July class. Contact Bill McKinstry billmckinstry@msn.com or see sponsorship form on the website.  For membership, wastewater professionals can join the association (POWRA) by the day of the class, taking advantage of the special discounted membership rate offered. 

Earlybird registration deadline is July 3. See the registration form on the website www.powranm.org for information or call Bill McKinstry, 505 989-7676 or toll free 800 638-8569. 

Welcome, new members !

The following new members joined in the month of May:  

Ben Cruz,  River Stone Construction, Farmingon; Jose Carvalho, JC, Taos; 

Ruben Estrada, Ruben’s Septic Service, Las Vegas;

Ted Reames, Ted Reames Plumbing, Conchas Dam;  
See page 3 for a complete list of current POWRA-NM members and how to have your name added to the list: 

_____________________
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From our POWRA-NM President – Ralph Baker Dotson
2008 is a year of change, opportunity, and excitement - maybe too much excitement.  I know I am busy trying to catch up, handle new business, while dealing with the ever-increasing costs of fuel, materials, and overhead which make it harder to stay in business and make a profit.


I hear stories from others in the industry about their concerns. When I attended a program in Santa Fe about drip irrigation systems last winter, questions were raised about the proper design of those systems in areas that are likely to freeze.  Trying to maintain and operate a frozen drip system in the middle of winter is miserable and a sure way to lose money - that's a bad combination.

Another story concerns the Department issuing 18 compliance orders against a long time installer for installing systems without applying for a permit.  This behavior is the exact opposite of what POWRA and the industry needs.  After reaching an agreement with the Department to never  again do this, the individual apparently did exactly the same thing within a month.  Then there are hundreds of systems in Angel Fire, Red River , and Corrales that should never have been permitted and that will have to be corrected.  What will the Department do? Change often brings opportunity.  
Transfer inspections continue to find non-functioning, illegal, and unpermitted systems.  Estimates are that at least tens of thousands of these systems will require our services for a long time to come.  And transfer inspections are required in all transfers - voluntary and involuntary - which means foreclosures, bankruptcies, and all those other sorts of transfers as well as sales.  Based on 7,000 new permits per year the on-site industry represents in the neighborhood of $ 35 to $50 million/year.

We are a significant industry in New Mexico.  For years other trade groups claimed to represent our industry because they had a few installers in their ranks.  It is now clear that their aims were to serve the interests of their principal membership - be it homebuilders, real estate salespeople or engineers.  POWRA now represents more people in the on-site industry than any other group in the state.  Our focus is limited to the interests of our members in the on-site wastewater industry.  Our affiliations with other groups nationwide keep us in touch with the latest developments in the industry.  In the future it also means that POWRA will be able to provide its members with more resources and representation as well as better training and educational opportunities.  At POWRA we believe that expertise, professionalism and income go hand-in-hand.   The industry now has an opportunity to establish itself as a profession.  The key is education, training and a sense of pride in our ability to solve practical problems in the environment.  The State can provide guidance but it is up to you to achieve a standard of skill that makes you a professional.  Professional skills translate into professional wages. POWRA is committed to providing opportunities for this industry to succeed.
I want to thank all of our members who have helped POWRA through their membership and support.   During these crazy economic times I ask that you do business with our members who are suppliers and manufacturers for our industry.  You can find them listed on our website - www.powranm.org. or contact us at (505)989-7676.   Ralph

POWRA/NMED Legal Affairs Update: 

April, 2008 brought a change of management at the Liquid Waste Program at NMED.  Ana Marie Ortiz was replaced by Carlos Romero.  Ms. Ortiz was an attorney with limited experience in liquid waste.  Carlos, on the other hand, has almost two decades of hands-on experience in the field. He understands the problems,  rules, and  limitations inherent in this type of program.  POWRA is hopeful that this transition will make possible great opportunity.  But  Mr. Romero faces many significant unresolved issues and problems. Ralph Baker Dotson met with NMED personnel the first week of June to express POWRA’s concerns. Here is a summary of the issues and NMED’s response:.
1)Education – Since 2005, regulations require NMED  to develop a curriculum for training the on-site industry, with a legally constituted education steering committee. NMED acknowledged this to Ralph but has not yet moved to meet these requirements.
2) Training - Currently inspectors for property transfer inspections must be licensed as a contractor approved for septic installations by CID, a licensed New Mexico professional engineer, or possessing a current certification by NAWT (the National Association of Waste Transporters).  (continued, ‘Legal Affairs’ p 3) 
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Legal affairs, continued 

2)   Training (continued):  Inspections of systems that do not currently have a permit can only be performed by NMED staff inspectors. As of  May, 2008 no active staff member of NMED performing inspections met those requirements. Ralph invited NMED to send its staff to the July NAWT class, which we moved into the new fiscal year to help with budget restraints, but as of this printing, nobody from NMED has signed up for the class.  Related problems for NMED staff include lack of equipment, training, worker's comp insurance issues and union contract. 
3)   Licensing - CID issues - what are the appropriate licenses for installers of septic systems and advanced treatment units?  For  some time NMED claimed that there was a legal opinion floating around supporting the department's view that journeyman's plumber and electrician's licenses were required depending on the type of system being installed.  POWRA attempted to get a copy of the "legal opinion" only to find that no such document exists.  CID's position is that such a requirement applies to government jobs only.  POWRA is working to get this issue straightened out permanently so that there is no future confusion. A related issue concerns pumpers and others performing inspections who are not licensed as contractors repairing systems or installing risers on existing systems.  You must have an appropriate license issued by CID to perform these services.

4)  Money -  Offices around the state say that they have no money in their budgets.  NMED has failed to replace field office personnel and placed mileage limitations on inspectors.   POWRA has always supported providing the field offices and field office personnel the resources they need to do their job. This was the purpose of the Liquid Waste Fee Statute and regulations passed in 2002.  The Fee program has historically brought in $700,000-$800,000 per year.  Last year POWRA was told that administrative staff salaries and benefits were taken directly from the Liquid Waste Fund.   Hopefully this imbalance can be corrected and the original intent of the Liquid Waste Fund can be restored.  Otherwise, morale among field personnel will suffer and we will lose the millions of dollars we have invested in this program over the last 6 years.

.
Where's the Money? By Link Summers, VP, Legal Affairs
POWRA has learned from several sources that the Environmental Health Department Liquid Waste Program is some $700,000 in debt.  Members of POWRA have talked with the Legislative Finance Committee(LFC) and House Appropriations Committee members.  The LFC reported that the Liquid Waste Program financials were turned in 6 months late.  The LFC meeting also revealed that the Department uses a variety of "funds" to transfer money around making it difficult to track the money.  For example, Dennis McQuillan gets his $100,000 salary and benefits from the Liquid Waste Fund - which, in turn, gets that $100,000 from the liquid waste permit fees of 1,000 New Mexicans who apply for a permit for their septic systems at $100 each.  When NMED asked for the permit fee in hearings in 2002 they promised that it would be used only for field personnel, a liquid waste trainer, and education.   POWRA President Ralph Baker Dotson recently met with new Bureau Chief Carlos Romero, who, when asked about the $700,000 dollars and the financial condition of the liquid waste program for which he is responsible, simply said he “didn't know”.  

In 2002 when the Environment Improvement Board authorized the permit fee for liquid waste systems NMED, under oath, admitted that they had "made up" the amount of $100 for the septic permit.  EIB wrote into the law the requirement that NMED report to the EIB every 6 months the justification for the fee:

TITLE 20
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

CHAPTER  7
LIQUID WASTE

PART 11
LIQUID WASTE TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL FEES
20.7.11.14
PERIODIC REVIEW: In July 2002, the department shall review the fees in this Part and shall provide a report to the Environmental Improvement Board. The department shall revise the fees as necessary in accordance with Section 74-1-7 (A), NMSA 1978.  The department shall repeat said review and report in January 2003 and every six months thereafter.

 I recently sent Greg Green, Chairman of EIB, an Inspection of Public Records Act request for the reports.  No reports were sent.  I then sent a demand letter that EIB obey the law and require the reports.  Mr. Green sent back a letter which said "The regulation does not define "report" or provide that the "report" must be an agenda item......... Absent express authority or regulatory language, the Board does not have the authority to oversee NMED's budgetary decisions.”  
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When NMED asked for the liquid waste permit fee in 2002, reference was made to provision for periodic review.  Minutes quote Mr. Clarke, the attorney for NMED who said: “Well, it is on the books, and it’s set out – it’s force of law.”  Mr. Green should respect the ‘force of law’. 
              The Department also included a provision for 

          20   the periodic review of the fees in the proposed 

          21   regulation. 

p. 177    MR. CLARKE:  Well, it is on the books, and it's set out --            
         

               it's force of law. 

So, where's the money?  Bureau Chief Carlos Romero doesn't know or won't say.  Greg Green, Chairman of the Environment Improvement Board can't be bothered.  Meanwhile Dennis McQuillan is getting his reported $100,000 per year while positions in the field offices remain vacant.  Some field offices report that they are 100 permits behind on inspections.  And although most NMED field personnel are not NAWT certified and cannot legally inspect systems, NMED has not registered anyone for the NAWT certification classes last November, this May, nor the upcoming class in July.   POWRA and its members think this is unacceptable.  Stay tuned.  And if you are interested in helping, call your legislator and tell them to investigate NMED and the liquid waste program. 
If you would like to participate in the legal affairs confronting our industry or to make a donation to the legal affairs fund,  please call (505)989-7676.  Thank you.  Link Summers, VP, Legal Affairs
WHO IS THIS ASSOCIATION ?  Those who provide on-site wastewater services are entitled to professional recognition and respect.  On-site wastewater service is a multi-million dollar industry and the people who perform this vitally important function deserve to be paid as other professionals are.  

The members of this professional association are business people who install and maintain onsite wastewater systems in New Mexico, and also those who are pumpers, manufacturers, system designers, inspectors, educators, regulators, and affiliated businesses. Our membership represents all areas of the state.   At hearings of various governmental regulatory bodies and the State Legislature, groups and individuals testify that they represent the onsite industry, but POWRA-NM is indeed, the only organization truly composed of people who work in this industry every day.  Some of our members sit on advisory boards and testify in public hearings on behalf of the onsite industry.   Here is a current list of members: 
Sustaining Members:

Eugene Bassett, E.C. Bassett Construction, Edgewood
Ralph Baker Dotson, AAA Allied Septic Service, Santa Fe

Link Summers, Koi Environmental, Taos

Mike Wilenta,  York Septic Systems, A-1 Plumbing, Tijeras
Professional Members:
Clement Austin, Septic Works and Construction, Estancia
Angus Campbell, Mountain Excavators LLC,  Edgewood
Walter Carlock, WLC Construction, Artesia
Jose Carvalho, JC, Taos 

Michael Cook, East Mountain Septic, Tijeras

Ben Cruz,  River Stone Construction, Farmingon 

Chuck Davidson, Watermart of New Mexico, Inc. Cedar Crest
Ron Edwards, Septic Solutions, Silver City
Edward Elbrock, Elbrock Water Systems, Animas

Jace Ensor, Mountain Top Inc., Ruidoso
Ruben Estrada, Ruben’s Septic Service, Las Vegas;

Don Gunn, Cross Currents Construction, Alto 

Felix Hernandez, Underground Service of New Mexico, Cerrillos
Richard Jennings, Water Management Associates, Santa Fe
Steve Medina, Medina Septic Tank Service, Santa Fe
Roland Medrano, Medrano Septic Systems, Las Vegas
Michael Park, Park Enterprises, Las Cruces
Ted Reames, Ted Reames Plumbing, Conchas Dam  

Brian Shaw, Heritage Plumbing Heating, Carlsbad
Martin Sifuentes, Koi Environmental, Albuquerque
Gene Smith, Las Cruces Environmental Systems, Las Cruces

Ryan Smith, Septic Tank Alternative, Las Cruces
Bobbi Suggs, Johnny’s Septic Tank Co., Inc., Las Cruces
Affiliate Business Members:
Adelante Consulting, Virginia Smith, Santa Fe
A&M Bio-Filter, LP, (Odorhog) Steven Grabiel, Sandia Park

Clearstream Wastewater Systems, John Barnes, Beaumont, TX

Dahl Plumbing-Santa Fe, Alan Saunders, Jerry Sandoval, Santa Fe. 

Eljen Corporation, Joe Glasser, Hartford, CT 
Hall Environmental Analysis Lab, Andy Freeman, Albuquerque

Infiltrator Systems, Eric Berquist, NM Rep, Castle Rock, CO
WW Sales, Don Westell, Albuquerque

POWRA attends Environmental Improvement Board (EIB) hearings on rule changes and made significant contributions to the regulations that were adopted.  For the last 3 New Mexico Legislative sessions , POWRA has lobbied for legislation favorable to the industry.  POWRA has also worked to expand professional education and continuing education opportunities for people in our industry.    

HOW TO JOIN: see application form  or back to home page www.powranm.org  and click ‘Join us’ bar at top of page
Membership Registration/Renewal 

PROFESSIONAL ON-SITE WASTEWATER RE-USE ASSOCIATION OF NEW MEXICO

We help onsite wastewater business people succeed through advocacy, representation, information and professional resources as the ‘voice’ for the onsite industry in New Mexico
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes, I want to join/rejoin  the professional association for the next 12 months.   I am joining/rejoining as a:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Sustaining member ($500 per year)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Professional member ($140/year($11.66/mo) – (includes membership in the National Association, National On-site Wastewater Recycling Association) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Affiliate business member

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 local, in-state business ($240/year($ 20/mo.)  

                                  FORMCHECKBOX 
  optional – join National On-site Waste Water Recycling Assn ($20/year)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 regional/national business ($500/yr.) 

MEMBER DATA:  Name: ____________________________________________________  

                                  first


middle


last

Name of Business: ____________________________________Title: _______________

Nature of business: (describe) _____________________________License:   Type: ___________   Lic. No. _______

Mailing address: _____________________________     City: ___________________ State___ Zip: _______

Business phone: ______________  Fax: ____________  Mobile ph: ___________  e-mail: ____________________ 
web address, if any: ______________

Make check payable to: Professional OnSite Wastewater ReUse Association of New Mexico (POWRANM)
P.O. Box 8542, Santa Fe, NM 87504               or call in or fax credit card information 






