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A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION FROM THE PROFESSIONAL ONSITE WASTEWATER REUSE ASSOCIATION OF NEW MEXICO





Letter from the President
April 8th, 2011

Greeting and welcome to all our members and friends of the Professional Onsite Wastewater Reuse Association of New Mexico (POWRANM).  Below is some information on upcoming events, past events, happenings and some professional advice.

First, we would like to announce the election of 2 new Board Members to POWRA.  Fred “Rich” Richardson of Richardson’s Excavating and Trenching.  Rich has been in the industry for over 25+ years.  I myself have known Rich for many years.  He is a very ethical, spiritual, honest and respected person.  We are proud to bring his expertise and experience, to POWRA.   Also elected was Shawn Benavidez of Rio Grande Septic.  Shawn is a retired police officer, who has been in the business for the last couple of years.  Shawn brings a new energy as well as new ideas to POWRA.  We welcome them both, and look forward to their help as well as their new ideas.

We recently held an NAWT class in Albuquerque.  The class was not only well attended, but we receive many comments on how excellent the class was.  Instructor Dave Gustafson brought some of the new material that is being presented and taught in the class.  This was my 6th NAWT class, and it was probably one of the BEST I have attended.  NAWT is always working to bring us updated material as well as the knowledge they bring from their teaching experiences around the country.  Please do not let anyone tell you that this is the same old repetitious class.  When you are seated in the room with your peers and the NAWT instructors, you are brought up to date on the industry. You have questions and discussions brought to light with members of the industry as well as thoughts and experiences of the instructors. You share stories of inspections you have performed as well as hearing helpful ideas from industry members.  You talk about improving inspections, inspection report forms and working with the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED) on solutions to problems.  Please remember, you can always learn from and also help members of our professional community to better yourselves and the industry.   I would also like to thank Buck Saunders of Dahl Plumbing Santa Fe, Steve Gonzales of Dahl Plumbing Taos, Eric Berquist of Infiltrator/EZ-Flow, Shawn Benavidez of Rio Grande Septic and JR Fanelli of Atlas Pumping for their financial and moral support of the class as well as our industry.  Please support those companies that support us.
Spring is here and we hope every ones work load is increasing.  We are seeing rising material costs, fuel costs and shipping fees increase on an almost daily basis.  Since business has been slow for some, we are also hearing stories of the competition being “afraid” to raise their prices in fear of losing the job.  Remind your customers that you are a professional who charges a professional rate, and that you must keep up with rising costs.  If you don’t, you won’t be around to service their needs in the future.  Also remind them, a company that under charges may mean that the “warranty” or “guarantee” they are given, will be worthless because that company may go out of business.  “Don’t pay twice, pay to get it done right the first time”  
Members of the Task Force met and looked to have finalized a program to meet the requirements of 20.7.3.904.  Chair Gene Bassett, Don Becker, NMED representative James Vincent, Bernalillo County representative Chris Gonzales, Dr. Adrian Hansen of NMSU and Bill Campbell of the Real Estate Association had the last meeting and this information will be presented to NMED Secretary F. David Martin.   Having attended several meetings and viewed their findings and recommendations, I believe these men have done a great service to our industry.  They have done in the last 6+ months, what no one else was able to accomplish in the last 5 years.  They worked hard, took off time from work (most unpaid) and some traveled many miles from Farmington, Las Cruses and other towns, to see this through.  I have seen true dedication from these men and want to personally thank them for their hard work.

POWRA will be sponsoring and Advanced Basic and Advanced Wastewater course on April 18th & 19th in Santa Fe at Dahl Plumbing.  You can go to www.powran.org to download the flyer and registration form.  This is being presented by Gott Consulting.  Bob is a former member of the WTAC and one of the state’s leading experts on wastewater treatment.  We hope to see you there.
Finally, there will be a hearing before the Environmental Improvement Board (EIB) in June for proposed rule changes by NMED.  POWRA will be calling to order a meeting of its members to discuss our position on the proposed changes.  I will be sending another newsletter soon on this item.

Again, thank you for your support and remember, “This is your industry and you should have a say in it”.

Ralph Baker Dotson
President
