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May 11th, 2012 
 
 
To: Ted Rulseh 
       Editor Onsite Installer Magazine 
 
From: Ralph Baker Dotson 
            President POWRANM 
 
 
Dear Mr. Rulseh 
 
 
Last year, the POWRANM Board of Directors voted to start the Annual Christmas Septic Giveaway.  This 
is a program that would choose a family in need of a septic system, but could not afford it.  There are 
many poor families throughout New Mexico that meet those criteria.  With the help of the New Mexico 
Environment Department Liquid Waste Program Manager Dennis McQuillan and Liquid Waste Specialist 
James Vincent, we looked at numerous families who had failing septic systems.  Mr. McQuillan, along 
with different board members, made several site visits to homes, to determine who was in most need of 
the new system.  POWRANM chose a family in the small town of Tres Pierdas New Mexico, about 150 
miles north of Albuquerque New Mexico.  The family was going to have the water to their home shut off 
due to overflowing sewerage.  The New Mexico Environment Department had worked with the family in 
attempts to try and help solve their problem.  Since there is currently no statewide funding available for 
this type of problem, it was impossible for the family to come up with the money to fix the issue at 
hand.  This was also in the middle of winter when they would have had the water shut off, which would 
have certainly led to frozen pipes and other damage to the home.  With the very generous donations 
from  people like Buck Saunders of  Dahl Plumbing of Santa Fe and Taos New Mexico (a Hajoca 
Corporation) Eric Berquist of Infiltrator Systems, who donated the EZ-Flow product, Eugene Bassett of 
EC Bassett Construction, who donated risers and other materials, Dennis McQuillan, who not only 
helped to locate the family, but was literally “in the trenches” to physically help us install the system, 
POWRANM was able to step in and replace the homeowners failing septic system.  By doing so, the 
homeowner avoided having their water shut off.  My company, AAA Allied Septic Service, along with 
Shawn Benavidez of Rio Grande Septic in Rio Rancho New Mexico, Eugene Bassett of EC Bassett 
Construction in Edgewood New Mexico and Fred “Rich” Richardson and his son Kevin Richardson of 
Richardson Excavating and Trenching in Santa Fe New Mexico,  all gave of our time and labor to achieve 
this goal.  We learned several things from this project.  First was the number of families that need help 



with failed or failing septic systems.  Also, that our members were very willing to step up and lend a 
hand and that it brings companies and “competitors” together to learn from one another.  POWRA will 
continue to keep the Christmas Septic Giveaway going as long as there are those in need.  The Christmas 
Septic Giveaway can come at any time of the year.  We also plan to work with the New Mexico 
Environment Department to go before the New Mexico Legislator next year, and help to secure money 
for a statewide Indigent Fund.  We are already working behind the scenes to contact people in hopes of 
getting the word out about the many poor families with septic problems.   Dennis McQuillan was able to 
secure some money a year or so ago, to help with failing septic systems.  That money went fast and 
unfortunately, was a drop in the bucket of what is needed.  It is my hope that your publication will post 
this, in hopes that other associations around the country will decide to do the same thing that PORWA 
did.  POWRANM and its members appreciate the people of our state and that they have supported our 
industry in keeping our businesses alive.  Above all, it will help to protect the health and groundwater of 
the great state of New Mexico. 
 
 

 
Ralph Baker Dotson 
President 
 
 


